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Creation of the Eisenhower Memorial Sculptures
Part II: Making the Bronze with Sculptor Sergey Eylanbekov
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The sculptor looking up at the completed bronze sculptures of two of the soldiers
Images and sculpture courtesy of Sergey Eylanbekov

"The sculptures in this project are created for the public, for the people to
observe them, to think and respond emotionally. That is where the visual
power of art is most evident. I hope the bronze images will be strong enough

to impress the visitors to the memorial and live in their memories."

- Sergey Eylanbekov, Sculptor

Last issue's special edition, in honor of the 74th anniversary of D-Day, featured the Commission's first of
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sculptor Sergey Eylanbekov and his multi-step process for creating clay models of the sculptures. If you
missed Part |, you can catch up here.

This week we present Part Il, a look at how the full-size clay models are transformed into the final bronze
statues. The process, called lost-wax casting or investment casting, has been used by artisans around the
world for thousands of years. The goal is to take an artist's clay model and reproduce them in bronze, a
medium that will stand the test of time.
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Bronze sculpture of the General
Images and sculpture courtesy of Sergey Eylanbekov
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Bronze sculptures of the soldiers
Images and sculpture courtesy of Sergey Eylanbekov; Photo by F. Martinelli
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The lost-wax process requires a series of positive and negative replications of the original clay models.
Beginning in the sculptor's studio, rubber and plaster molds are made. A layer of rubber is applied to the
clay, followed by an application of plaster for stability. Once the mold is set, it is divided in such a way that
it can be removed in pieces from the clay surface. The mold sections are then sent to the foundry. During
the process of removing the mold from the clay, the models are destroyed and the clay can be recycled.

Finished clay sculptures (left) are coated in rubber (right) and then plaster
Image and sculpture courtesy of Sergey Eylanbekov
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Sections of the plaster and rubber mold are sent to the foundry
Image and sculpture courtesy of Sergey Eylanbekov

Wax Models

After the plaster molds arrive at the foundry, they are used to cast wax models. Wax models are then
encased in a liquid ceramic. After the ceramic hardens they are put into a hot furnace or kiln where the
wax melts out leaving a void into which the bronze is poured.
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Layers of melted wax are applied to the mold (top). The hardened wax model (left) is removed from the
mold for further refinement and adjustment before being coated with a ceramic slurry (right).
Images and sculpture courtesy of Sergey Eylanbekov

Cast Bronze

The statues are cast in pieces and then adjusted and precisely welded together. Seams are removed and
residual elements from the casting process are sanded and cleaned. Although there are several ways to
cast bronze, the lost-wax method allows for an excellent finish and accurate replication of the artist's
details.
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Examples of the bronze sculpture pieces coming together to form the full statue
Images and sculpture courtesy of Sergey Eylanbekov

Completed Statues

The final step in the process is to apply a corrosive material to form a patina. This application will be done
following the casting of the entire sculptural grouping and before the sculptures are set in place at the
memorial.
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Bronze sculptures of General Eisenhower and details of two soldiers
Images and sculpture courtesy of Sergey Eylanbekov

14 of 21 6/26/18,09:52



General'ly Speaking - Dispatches from the Eisenhower Memorial...

Subscribe Past Issues

Presidential Donors ($5M+)

Citizens of the United States of America

Commander in Chief Donors ($1M+)

Anonymous
FedEx Corporation
Honeywell International
Pfizer Inc.

Republic of China (Taiwan)

The Starr Foundation, on behalf of Maurice R. Greenberg

Supreme Commander Donors ($500,000+)

Stanley and Fiona Druckenmiller
Ken and Elaine Langone

The Viola Foundation

Chief of Staff Donors ($100,000+)

Lee and Elizabeth Ainslie
William F. Austin
Bayer
Bill and Mary Ann Becker
The Walt Disney Family
C. Boyden Gray
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Ambassador Al Hoffman
The Kislak Family Foundation, Inc.
Dan Lufkin
Fred Malek

MERCK & Co., Inc.

Stanley Rumbough

15 of 21

https://mailchi.mp/eisenhowermemorial/generally-speaking-dispat...

Translat

Follow Us

o Facebook

Twitter

' Website

Email Us

Make a
Contribution

Join us in honoring and
celebrating Ike's life and
legacy by memorializing him
in our Nation's capital.

Donate at
Pay.Gov

YEAR

\7
-
~

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
MEMORTAT. COMMISSTON

x*

Commissioners

Sen. Pat Roberts (R-KS), Chair

6/26/18,09:52



General'ly Speaking - Dispatches from the Eisenhower Memorial...

Subscribe Past Issues

Iricla and Frank Saul

Elizabeth & Clarke Swanson

General of the Army Donors ($50,000+)

Eisenhower Legacy Council - Eugene Rossides, Chairman
The Floyd E. Davis Family Foundation
Martha M. Head
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Jacqueline B. Mars

Hugh K. Schilling

Legacy Donors ($25,000+)

AIG Foundation

CME Group

Discovery Communications
Dr. Scholl Foundation
The Michael and Elizabeth Dingman Foundation
Ford Motor Company
Hubbard Broadcasting Inc.
Kearney Wornall Foundation, on behalf of R. Crosby Kemper
U.S. Sugar Corporation
Craig & Dorothy Stapleton

To view the full list of donors,
visit our virtual donor wall.

Newsletter banner image courtesy of
© Yousuf Karsh/www.karsh.org

16 of 21

https://mailchi.mp/eisenhowermemorial/generally-speaking-dispat...

Translat

viuw i

Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV)
Sen. Gary Peters (D-MI)

Appointment Pending

Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-TX)
Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID)

Rep. Sanford Bishop, Jr. (D-GA)

Rocco C. Siciliano,
Chair Emeritus

Susan Banes Harris

Alfred Geduldig

Appointment Pending

Former Commissioners
Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-HI) *
Sen. Ted Stevens (R-AK) *
Sen. Bob Bennett (R-UT) *
Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI)

Sen. Jerry Moran (R-KS)
Rep. Dennis Moore (D-KS)
Rep. Leonard Boswell (D-1A)

David Eisenhower
Dr. Bruce Cole *

* Deceased

Advisory Committee

Honorary Presidential
Advisors

Jimmy Carter
George H. W. Bush
Bill Clinton

George W. Bush

Barack Obama

Nancy Reagan (1921 - 2016)

Honorary Vice Presidential
Advisors

6/26/18,09:52



General'ly Speaking - Dispatches from the Eisenhower Memorial...

17 of 21

Subscribe Past Issues

Dan Quayle
Al Gore

Dick Cheney

Finance Campaign

Bob Dole, Co-Chair

Tom Daschle, Co-Chair
James Baker, I, Vice Chair

Chris Dodd, Vice Chair

Eisenhower Family Members
David Eisenhower

Anne Eisenhower

Susan Eisenhower

Mary Jean Eisenhower

Advisory Committee
Leadership

Frank Fahrenkopf, Chair

Leonard Boswell, Vice Chair

Secretaries of State

Henry Kissinger

George Shuliz

James Baker, lll

Madeleine Albright

General Colin Powell, USA (Ret.)

Condoleezza Rice

Secretaries of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld

Frank Carlucci

Bob Gates

Leon Panetta

Chuck Hagel

Governors

https://mailchi.mp/eisenhowermemorial/generally-speaking-dispat...

Translat

6/26/18,09:52



General'ly Speaking - Dispatches from the Eisenhower Memorial...

18 of 21

Subscribe Past Issues

Dirk Kempthorne
Paul Laxalt

Frank Murkowski

Senate Majority Leaders

Tom Daschle

Bob Dole
Bill Frist
Trent Lott

George Mitchell

Former Members of Congress
Nancy Kassebaum Baker

Beverly Butcher Byron

Bob Bennett (1933 - 2016)
Tom Downey

Newt Gingrich

Paul Laxalt

Joe Lieberman

Blanche L. Lincoln
Ray McGrath
Frank Murkowski
Jim Slattery

Todd Tiahrt

Senior Presidential Officials

David Abshire (1926 - 2014)
Erskine Bowles

Nicholas F. Brady

William Coleman (1920 - 2017)
C. Boyden Gray

Alan Greenspan

Ed Meese

William Webster

Military Leaders

https://mailchi.mp/eisenhowermemorial/generally-speaking-dispat...

Translat

6/26/18,09:52



General'ly Speaking - Dispatches from the Eisenhower Memorial...

19 of 21

Subscribe Past Issues

ey

Gen. Richard Myers, USAF (Ret.)

VAdm. Ann E. Rondeau, USN
(Ret.)

Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft, USAF
(Ret.)

Lt. Gen. Richard Trefry, USA
(Ret.)

Leaders of Industry
Hank Greenberg
Fred Malek

T. Boone Pickens, Jr.

Frederick W. Smith

John Whitehead (1922 - 2015)

Leaders of Arts & Culture
Tom Brokaw
Harold Burson

Barbaralee Diamonstein-
Spielvogel

Tom Hanks

Norman Lear

Distinguished Americans

John Duke Anthony
Merrill Eisenhower Atwater

Judy Burgess
Gerry Cassidy

Andy Demetriou

Adriana Echavarria-Eisenhower
Larry Field
Lou Galambos

Jane Gosden
Larry Harlow

Vernon Jordan
David Keene

Tom Korologos

https://mailchi.mp/eisenhowermemorial/generally-speaking-dispat...

Translat

6/26/18,09:52



General'ly Speaking - Dispatches from the Eisenhower Memorial...

20 of 21

Subscribe Past Issues

Frank Luntz

Tim McGivern

Ralph Mecham

Paul O’'Day (1935 - 2017)
Roswell B. Perkins
Donald Putnam

Gil Robinson

Matt Schlapp

John Shlaes (1942 - 2015)

Jill Sommers

C. Langhorne Washburn
(1918 - 2011)

Creative Team

Frank O. Gehry,
Memorial Designer

Sergey Eylanbekov, Sculptor

Tomas Osinski,
Tapestry Designer

Gehry Partners - AECOM,
Joint Venture

Local Projects, E-Memorial
Designer

Roy Rosenzweig Center for
History and New Media,
Teacher Resources Developer

E-Memorial Content Committee
Kim Barbieri

Michael Birkner

George Colburn

Lou Galambos

Daun van Ee

Subject Matter Experts
West Point. Carlo D’Este
D-Day: Adrian Lewis
NATO: Gregory Pedlow

https://mailchi.mp/eisenhowermemorial/generally-speaking-dispat...

Translat

6/26/18,09:52



General'ly Speaking - Dispatches from the Eisenhower Memorial...

21 of 21

Subscribe Past Issues

unuw

Waging Peace: Jack Foust
Matlock, Jr.

Little Rock: David Nichols

Space Race: Roger Launius

Legacy Organizations

The American Assembly at
Columbia University

The Eisenhower Institute at
Gettysburg College

The Eisenhower Fellowships

The Dwight D. Eisenhower
Presidential Library and Museum

The Eisenhower Foundation

People to People International

Partners

Dwight D. Eisenhower
Presidential Library

U.S. National Park Service

U.S. National Archives

https://mailchi.mp/eisenhowermemorial/generally-speaking-dispat...

Translat

You are receiving this email because you or your organization have shown an interest in the Dwight D.

Eisenhower National Memorial and related activities.

Our mailing address is:

Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Commission
1629 K Street, NW

Suite 801

Washington, DC 20006

Add us to your address book

Website:
EisenhowerMemorial.qov

unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences

6/26/18,09:52



