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Special 75th V-E Day Edition

"Mission Fulfilled"
This week we celebrate Victory in Europe (V-E) Day, commemorating the 75th anniversary of the end of
World War II in the European theater. Given General Eisenhower's pivotal role in securing the Nazi's
unconditional surrender, it seemed only fitting to dedicate his memorial on V-E Day 75.

In lieu of the May 8 dedication ceremony (which has since been postponed to September), we invite you
to join us virtually as we honor the sacrifices of the Greatest Generation and commemorate the spirit of
the first V-E Day. A socially-distanced SALUTE to all those who served and sacrificed in the Great
Crusade -- both at home and abroad! 

"The mission of this Allied Force was fulfilled at 0241, local time,
May 7th, 1945."

– General Eisenhower, Supreme Commander Allied Expeditionary Force 
Telegram to the joint British and American command, May 7, 1945
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General Eisenhower makes a V for victory after the surrender at Reims, France, May 7, 1945
(Image courtesy of the Associated Press)

EMC Chairman V-E Day 75 Reflections
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VIDEO: "New Eisenhower Memorial finished, but dedication postponed"
Interview with EMC Chairman Senator Roberts on V-E Day 75
Courtesy of Gray DC

"Most military historians agree, it was Eisenhower’s unique skill
and persuasion that enabled the allied effort to be successful... 

Simply put, Ike led the effort to preserve Western democracy and
freedom and later, as president, America experienced eight years of
peace and prosperity."

– EMC Chairman Senator Pat Roberts
Marking the 75th anniversary of V-E Day and paying tribute to Eisenhower's leadership, 

OpEd published in The Hill, May 8, 2020

Victory Order of the Day

https://www.graydc.com/content/news/New-Eisenhower-Memorial-finished-but-dedication-postponed-570248731.html?jwsource=cl
https://www.graydc.com/content/news/New-Eisenhower-Memorial-finished-but-dedication-postponed-570248731.html?jwsource=cl
https://www.graydc.com/content/news/New-Eisenhower-Memorial-finished-but-dedication-postponed-570248731.html?jwsource=cl
http://graydc.com/
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/496746-marking-the-75th-anniversary-of-ve-day-and-paying-tribute-to
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Supreme Allied Commander General Eisenhower (left), sitting with Deputy Supreme Allied
Commander British Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder (right), broadcasts a victory speech from the
SHAEF war room, Rheims, France, 0400 hours, May 7, 1945 (Image courtesy of the Meserlin Family)

"As we celebrate Victory in Europe let us remind ourselves that our
common problems of the immediate and distant future can be best
solved in the same conceptions of cooperation and devotion to the
cause of human freedom as have made this Expeditionary Force
such a mighty engine of righteous destruction."

– General Eisenhower, Supreme Commander Allied Expeditionary Force 
Victory Order of the Day, May 8, 1945

City of London Honors
Supreme Commander Eisenhower 
Shortly after V-E Day, General Eisenhower was awarded the Freedom of the City of London and delivered
one of his most notable speeches - the Guildhall Address - in which he eloquently expresses the pursuit of

https://www.brookdalecc.edu/center-for-world-war-ii-studies/the-complete-al-meserlin-collection-courtesy-of-the-merserlin-family/ike-announcing-surrender/
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peace from the ashes of the destruction of war.

VIDEO: London Welcomes Newest Citizen
June 12, 1945, London, England, courtesy of British Movietime

"Humility must always be the portion of any man who receives
acclaim earned in the blood of his followers and the sacrifices of his
friends....The only attitude in which a commander may with
satisfaction receive the tributes of his friends is a humble
acknowledgment that, no matter how unworthy he may be, his
position is a symbol of great human forces that have labored
arduously and successfully for a righteous cause."

- General Eisenhower, Guildhall Address, London, June 12, 1945
(portion of excerpt to be inscribed on the Eisenhower National Memorial)

Our Deepest Gratitude on V-E Day 75

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQHM9oqufv0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQHM9oqufv0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHq777_waKMJw6SZdABmyaA
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75 years ago today, people flooded streets to rejoice in the end of the war and celebrate victory over the
Nazi war machine. Yet despite the revelry, it was a day of deeply mixed emotions - jubilation and relief for
the liberation, mourning and sadness for all that was lost, and a new hope for a free and peaceful future.

As we celebrate this pivotal milestone, let us remember the men and women of the armed forces who
served so bravely, the essential works and suppliers at home and abroad who provided the backbone of
operations, the victims of the Holocaust for atrocities endured, and the millions of lives lost. And for
General Eisenhower's steadfast leadership and "devotion to duty" through some of the world's darkest
days. May the sacrifices and courage of that remarkable generation be a solemn reminder to us all to
never take for granted the democratic values and freedoms of our great nation.

Eisenhower returns to Normandy 20 years after D-Day, American Cemetery, Normandy, France, 1964

"I devoutly hope that we will never again have to see such scenes as
these.... Every time I come back to these beaches... I say once more,
we must find some way to work to gain an eternal peace for this
world."

– Dwight D. Eisenhower
CBS Reports (1964): D-Day Plus 20,  June 6, 1964, Normandy, France

 

Although circumstances prevented us from gathering today to dedicate Ike's memorial, we very much look
forward to celebrating with you at the opening in September. In the meantime, stay safe and be well! 
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General Eisenhower's accomplishments as Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Force are
commemorated at the Memorial by heroic-sized bronzed sculpture

Memorial design by Gehry Partners, LLP; Sculpture by Sergey Eylanbekov; Tapestry by Tomas Osinski

Presidential Donors ($5M+)

Citizens of the United States of America

 
Commander in Chief Donors ($1M+)

The Starr Foundation, on behalf of Maurice R. Greenberg

Honeywell International 

Republic of China (Taiwan)

Anonymous

Pfizer Inc

The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation
 

FedEx Corporation
 

Countdown to
Dedication

132 
DAYS
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Supreme Commander Donors ($500,000+)

The Boeing Company

Stanley and Fiona Druckenmiller

Ken and Elaine Langone

The Viola Foundation
 

Chief of Staff Donors ($100,000+)

Lee and Elizabeth Ainslie

William F. Austin

Bayer

Bill and Mary Ann Becker

Delta Air Lines

The Walt Disney Family

C. Boyden Gray

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation

Ambassador Al Hoffman

The Kislak Family Foundation, Inc.

Dan Lufkin

Fred Malek

MERCK & Co., Inc.

Stanley Rumbough

Tricia and Frank Saul

Elizabeth & Clarke Swanson
 

General of the Army Donors ($50,000+)

Eisenhower Legacy Council - Eugene Rossides, Chairman

The Floyd E. Davis Family Foundation

Martha M. Head

JP Morgan Chase & Co.

Jacqueline B. Mars

Hugh K. Schilling

- September 17, 2020 - 

Follow Us

Commissioners
Sen. Pat Roberts (R-KS),
Chair

Rep. Mike Thompson (D-CA),
Vice Chair

Sen. Joe Manchin III (D-WV)

Sen. Gary C. Peters (D-MI)

Sen. Dan Sullivan (R-AK)

Rep. Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.
(D-GA)

Rep. Michael K. Simpson (R-
ID)

Rep. William M. "Mac"
Thornberry (R-TX)

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

YouTube

Vimeo

Website

Email Us

https://www.roberts.senate.gov/public/
https://mikethompson.house.gov/
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/
https://www.peters.senate.gov/
https://www.sullivan.senate.gov/
https://bishop.house.gov/
https://simpson.house.gov/
https://thornberry.house.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/EisenhowerMemorial
https://www.facebook.com/EisenhowerMemorial
https://www.instagram.com/eisenhowermemorialdc/
https://www.instagram.com/eisenhowermemorialdc/
https://twitter.com/IStillLikeIke
https://twitter.com/IStillLikeIke
https://www.youtube.com/user/EisenhowerMemorial
https://www.youtube.com/user/EisenhowerMemorial
https://vimeo.com/user15197991
https://vimeo.com/user15197991
http://www.eisenhowermemorial.gov/
http://www.eisenhowermemorial.gov/
mailto:info1@eisenhowermemorial.gov
mailto:info1@eisenhowermemorial.gov
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In Memory of Oveta Culp Hobby:
Martin Kohout and Heather Catto Kohout

The Alpenglow Foundation
The Catto Shaw Foundation

The Kristina and William Catto Foundation

Vulcan Materials Company Foundation

PhRMA

American Airlines
 

Legacy Donors ($25,000+)

AG Foundation

CME Group

Corteva Agriscience, Agriculture Division of DowDuPont

Discovery Communications

Dr. Scholl Foundation

The Michael and Elizabeth Dingman Foundation

Ford Motor Company

GE Aviation

Hubbard Broadcasting Inc.

Kearney Wornall Foundation, on behalf of R. Crosby Kemper

U.S. Sugar Corporation

Craig & Dorothy Stapleton

Gilbane Building Company

National Asphalt Paving Assossciation

To view the full list of donors,
visit our virtual donor wall.

Newsletter banner image courtesy of 
© Yousuf Karsh/www.karsh.org

Sen. Robert J. Dole

Alfred Geduldig

Susan Banes Harris

Catherine Ann Stevens
 

Former
Commissioners
 

Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-HI) *
 

Sen. Ted Stevens (R-AK) *
 

Sen. Bob Bennett (R-UT) *
 

Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI)
 

Sen. Jerry Moran (R-KS)

Sen. Thad Cochran (R-MS) *
 

Rep. Dennis Moore (D-KS)
 

Rep. Leonard Boswell (D-IA) *

Rocco C. Siciliano *
 

David Eisenhower

Dr. Bruce Cole *

* Deceased

Advisory Committee Design & Construction Team

http://www.eisenhowermemorial.gov/
http://karsh.org/


5/8/20, 09:31General'ly Speaking - Dispatches from the Eisenhower Memorial Commission (May 8, 2020)

Page 10 of 13https://mailchi.mp/eisenhowermemorial/generally-speaking-dispatches-from-the-eisenhower-memorial-commission-veday75?e=e8875e97b5

Honorary Presidential Advisors

Jimmy Carter

George H. W. Bush (1924 - 2018)

Bill Clinton

George W. Bush

Barack Obama

Nancy Reagan (1921 - 2016)
 

Honorary Vice Presidential Advisors

Walter Mondale

Dan Quayle

Al Gore

Dick Cheney

Finance Campaign

Tom Daschle, Chair

James A. Baker, III, Vice Chair

Chris Dodd, Vice Chair

 

Eisenhower Family Members

David Eisenhower

Anne Eisenhower

Susan Eisenhower

Mary Jean Eisenhower

 

Advisory Committee Leadership

Frank Fahrenkopf, Chair

 

Secretaries of State

Henry Kissinger

George Shultz

James A. Baker, III

Madeleine Albright

General Colin Powell, USA (Ret.)

Condoleezza Rice

 

Secretaries of Defense

Donald Rumsfeld

Frank Carlucci (1930 - 2018)

Bob Gates

Frank O. Gehry
Memorial Designer

Nick Benson
Inscription Artist

Sergey Eylanbekov
Sculptor

Tomas Osinski
Tapestry Artist

Robert Wilson
Thematic Designer

Gehry Partners - AECOM
Joint Venture

Clark Construction
General Contractor

Local Projects
E-Memorial Designer 

Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New
Media
Teacher Resources Developer

Bluecadet
Audio Guide Designer
 

E-Memorial Content Committee

Kim Barbieri

Michael Birkner

George Colburn

Lou Galambos

Daun van Ee

 

Subject Matter Experts

West Point: Carlo D’Este

D-Day: Adrian Lewis

NATO: Gregory Pedlow

Winning The Presidency: William Pickett

Waging Peace: Jack Foust Matlock, Jr.

Little Rock: David Nichols

Space Race: Roger Launius

 

Legacy Organizations

The American Assembly at Columbia University

The Eisenhower Institute at Gettysburg College

The Eisenhower Fellowships

The Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library
and Museum

https://www.foga.com/
http://www.johnstevensshop.com/
https://www.eylanbekov.com/
http://www.tomasosinski.com/
http://www.robertwilson.com/
https://www.foga.com/
https://www.aecom.com/
https://www.clarkconstruction.com/
https://localprojects.com/
https://rrchnm.org/
https://www.bluecadet.com/
https://americanassembly.org/
http://www.eisenhowerinstitute.org/
https://www.efworld.org/
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/
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Leon Panetta

Chuck Hagel

 

Governors 

Sam Brownback

Dirk Kempthorne

Paul Laxalt (1922 - 2018)

Frank Murkowski

 

Senate Majority Leaders

Tom Daschle

Bob Dole

Bill Frist

Trent Lott

George Mitchell 

 

Former Members of Congress

Nancy Kassebaum Baker

Leonard Boswell (1934 - 2018)

Nicholas F. Brady

Beverly Butcher Byron

Bob Bennett (1933 - 2016)

Tom Downey

Newt Gingrich

Paul Laxalt (1922 - 2018)

Joe Lieberman

Blanche L. Lincoln

Ray McGrath

Frank Murkowski

Jim Slattery

Todd Tiahrt

 

Senior Presidential Officials

David Abshire (1926 - 2014)

Erskine Bowles

Nicholas F. Brady

William Coleman (1920 - 2017)

C. Boyden Gray

The Eisenhower Foundation

People to People International

 

Partners

Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library

U.S. National Park Service

U.S. National Archives

https://eisenhowerfoundation.net/
https://www.peopletopeople.com/
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/nama/index.htm
https://www.archives.gov/
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Alan Greenspan

Ed Meese

William Webster 

 

Military Leaders

Lt. Gen. Tom McInerney, USAF (Ret.)

Gen. Richard Myers, USAF (Ret.)

VAdm. Ann E. Rondeau, USN (Ret.)

Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft, USAF (Ret.)

Lt. Gen. Richard Trefry, USA (Ret.)
 

Leaders of Industry

Hank Greenberg

Fred Malek (1936 - 2019)

T. Boone Pickens, Jr.
(1928 - 2019)

Frederick W. Smith

John Whitehead (1922 - 2015)

 

Leaders of Arts & Culture 

Tom Brokaw

Harold Burson (1921 - 2020)

Barbaralee Diamonstein-Spielvogel

Tom Hanks

Norman Lear

 

Distinguished Americans

John Duke Anthony

Merrill Eisenhower Atwater

Judy Burgess

Gerry Cassidy

Andy Demetriou

Adriana Echavarria-Eisenhower

Larry Field (1930 - 2020)

Lou Galambos

Jane Gosden

Larry Harlow

Vernon Jordan

David Keene
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Tom Korologos

Tom Lorentzen

Frank Luntz

Tim McGivern

Ralph Mecham (1928 - 2019)

Paul O’Day (1935 - 2017)

Roswell B. Perkins (1926 - 2019)

Donald Putnam

Gilbert A. Robinson

Matt Schlapp

John Shlaes (1942 - 2015)

Jill Sommers

C. Langhorne Washburn 
(1918 - 2011)
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